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The Central African Republic experienced unprecedented violence between 2012 and 2014 and since the begin-

ning of this year, violence has spread anew in different parts of the provinces. This talk will elaborate on and ana-

lyse three recent developments that suggest a break with the country’s past. First, the Séléka rebellion that began 

in 2012 was more ambitious than previous ones. Second, the establishment of a robust UN mission in 2014 signi-

fied unprecedented international commitment. Finally, in 2016, the country’s citizens elected a civilian president 

who has excluded armed actors from government positions. Drawing on data collected over a total of 13 weeks of 

fieldwork in the capital and several provincial towns between early 2015 and August 2017, I will argue, however, 

that three historic trends quickly reemerged. The deep-rooted histories of outsourced politics, a plurality of vio-

lence, and peripheral neglect have in each case transformed what initially seemed as a disruption from past in 

ways that have perpetuated the violent past rather than breaking with it. In conclusion, by failing to break from the 

CAR's pre-crisis political economy, the UN mission and the democratic government risk reinforcing and en-

trenching the violence and insecurities that mark politics and everyday life in the country. 
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